AKBAR THE UNIFIER

bounty which Akbar lavished upon the -poor without any distinction of
race or creed. When the Padshah appeared at the Jharoka window of
the palace every morning to say his prayers "and to show himself to his
subjects, crowds of Hindus assembled below in the hope of being' able
to begin their day with a sight of 'Vishnu's viceregent on earth',
Dillis'warova Jagadiswarova.

Thus did the Hindus find in Akbar an. emperor whose magnanimity
and saintliness revived in them their ag-e-old virtue of unstinted loyalty
to the king, which was one of their racial traits lying dormant for a ^ long-
time. It was this spontaneous loyalty from all communities of his subjects,
specially from the Hindus, which was one of the most v.aluable of the
legacies that Akbar left -to his descendants. Indeed much of the achieve-
ments of the later Mug'hal emperors was possible only because of what
Akbar had done m a spirit of broadminded statesmanship and politico-
religious equity.

Akbar would not allow the Ulema to interfere with the affairs of the
State. He disdained the idea that the religious creeds of one community,
especially those of its orthodox section, should dominate the political life
of a country in which there are many other influential communities
forming- the major population and belonging to different faiths.  He
abolished social evils like sati and early marriage among- the Hindus since
he thought that life could not fully grow in a society demoralised by
such preposterous customs.   Fie revoked iniquitous laws and taxes
imposed on the Hindus by the previous Muslim rulers for the simple
reason that religion should not be made a ground for any special impost,
far less for those which stand self-condemned in the eye of God. In
the midst of the jubilation of victory when spirits naturally run high
and hilarious and the brute impulses to sack and pillage acquire an
unchallenged traditional legitimacy, Akbar showed a remarkable magnani-
mity towards the conquered by forbidding all exhibition of cruelty and
vandalism on the part of his troops. This was no less an act of humanity
and larg'e-heartedness than an astute stroke of wise statecraft which won
the hearts as well as the bodies of the conquered and made for peace and
stability and security in his kingdom.

The builder of an empire, Akbar felt the need of political unity in
it, and his constant concern was to consolidate his whole dominion into
an inviolable integrity that would render it safe against all forces of
disruption, and make it possible for the people to progress unimpeded
in all directions. Akbar appropriated all jagirs into Crown lands as a
step among- others towards centralising- his authority which was politically
indispensable. But his success in bringing' about the unity that existed
in his empire came larg-ely as a result of the way in which he gave form
to his conviction that peace and goodwill are the strongest foundation of
an empire. Babar and Sher Shah had tried to base their administration
on this idea ; but it was left to Akbar to make it the very g-uiding' principle
of his rule. His declaration of Sulh-i-kul (universal peace) at a time
when in Europe the principle enforced was cnjus regio ejus religio (as
is the religion, such is the region) sprang from a soul that knew and
lived the noblest ideals of kingship. The emperor proclaimed:   ^A
monarch is a pre-eminent representative of God. Upon his conduct
depends the efficiency of any course of action. His gratitude to his Lord,
therefore, should -be shown in just? government and' due recognition of
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